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The direction of 2021 Japanese politics
and future issues: Focusing on the LDP
Leadership Election and its results

Yoshito Koeda

Professor, Chiba Institute of Science

[ Abstract]

As a result of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Leadership
Election held in Fall 2021, Fumio Kishida became the new president
of the LDP. Kishida immediately dissolved the lower house of the Diet
for the first time in four years and held a general election. Popular
consensus demonstrated continued support for the ruling LDP—
Komeito coalition as well as a bipolar split among opposition parties
into a Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ)—Japanese
Communist Party (JCP) block and a Japan Innovation Party (Nippon
Ishin no Kai)—Democratic Party for the People (DPP) block. Through
the upper house election of Summer 2022, it is possible to see the
formation of a new order in the world of Japanese politics. In addition
to addressing the leadership election and its results, this research uses
both domestic and diplomatic perspectives to examine the direction
the Kishida administration will seek to pursue.

Keywords: Yoshide Suga, Fumio Kishida, Opposition Party United

Front, Nippon Ishin no Kai (Japan Innovation Party)
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(BEXH)

BTEP G, AN A FRHAIGE) REGECTAKGE R, REITENIRSE ) [ERETR ]
2021 4£ 11 A 5 H, 5,
“Kono shi, posuto kishida e shido shuinsen de ninki koji, kadai wa tonai sinto” [Kono’s
Action for the Post-Kishida Era Started. He has Shown off His Popularity in the House
of Representative Election. His Challenge has Penetrated the Party], Sankei Shimbun,
November 5, 2021, p. 5.
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2021411 A 5 B (AT | 4 i,
“Kokumin, ritsumin * kyosan to kyoryoku kaisho, kokkai unei de, seisaku honi de handan”
[The Democratic Party for the People has Decided to Terminate the Cooperation with
the Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan and the Japanese Communist Party, on the
Operation in the Diet. Future Cooperation, based on the Content of their Policies, will be
Considered], Nikkei Shimbun, November 5, 2021, Morning ed., p. 4.
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“Shuinsen 2021: seicho naki oban burumai, kashikoi shishutsu * kaikaku fukaketsu, yoyato

koyaku, kyufukin ya genzei kisou” [2021 House of Representative Election: Money is
Spent but Gains No Growth; it is Essential to have Effective Spending and Reformation.
Only Competitions on Subsidies and Tax Reductions are Seen in Manifestos of Opposition
Parties], Nikkei Shimbun, October 15, 2021, Morning ed., p.3.
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T .
“Shusho ‘hayashi gaisho’ oshitosu abeshi * asou shi ga nanshoku” [The Prime Minister
Strongly Promotes the “Minister of Foreign Affairs Yoshimasa Hayashi,” Despite of
Disapprovals from Abe and Aso], Yomiuri Shimbun, November 11, 2021, Morning ed., p.4.
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120 (@) | 41
“Jimin - abeha ga hossoku takeshitaha motegishi kaicho yoteisha ni” [The Abe Faction of
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has Established. Toshimitsu Motegi is Expected to be the
Leader of the Takeshita Faction], Yomiuri shimbun, November 12, 2021, Morning ed., p.4.

TAE SoE~MedTsein) [Risesia] 2021 4811 3 12 8 (RIFD | 4
“Jimin kaiken e ishin sekkin” [LDP has Approached the Japan Innovation Party that
Advocates the Constitutional Amendment], Yomiuri Shimbun, November 12, 2021, Morning
ed., p4.
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“Jimin, kahansu kakuho no ikioi koji mae wa shitamawaru kanosei rikken hobo yokobai”
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[Before the Election Announcement Released, the LDP was Predicted Would Not Win
Half of the Seats, but Now Predict to Win Half of the Seats. Meanwhile the Seats of the
Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan Would Remain Unchanged], Asahi Shimbun,
October 26, 2021, Morning ed., p. 1.
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) TrERCETRD 2021 4211 B 6 H, 5 ifi,

“Jimin sasaeta ‘hoshu teki wakamono’: jimin moto jimukyokucho senkyo seiji adobaiza
kume akira shi” [The Former LDP Secretary-General Akira Kume: “Conservative Youths”
Supported the LDP], Sankei Shimbun, November 6, 2021, p.5.

[ RACHAGIER 2021 « @G, SERHE L OSRA  FHIRITAER b ime) [FER
il 2021 429 H 22 A, 2 ifi,

“Jiminto sosaisen 2021: takaichishi, sai soto tono kaidan kokai kishidashi wa tanigakishi to
menkai” [2021 LDP President Election: Takaichi’s Meeting with President Tsai was Opened
to the Public, while Kishida Met Tanigaki], Sankei Shimbun, September 22, 2021, p. 2.
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AR @FD 1,
“18 sai ika kyufu, nenshu 960 manen miman 9 wari taisho, 10 manen soto” [Distribute
100,000 Japanese Yen to Aged 18 or Under. The Japanese Government Set the Annual
Income Restrictions at 9.6 Million Yen. That will be About Ninety Percent of the People
who are Qualitied], Asahi Shimbun, November 11, 2021, Morning ed., p. 1.

(2% — [—EFb] 132 382X REEATR) [HEoeHil] 2021 48 10 A 20
AT L 3,

“Sukyana: ‘ikkiuchi’ 132 senkyoku shuinsen koji” [Scanner: There will be “One to One”
Elections in 132 Election Districts, According the House of Representative Election
Announcement], Yomiuri Shimbun, October 20, 2021, Morning ed., p.3.
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“Seisaku kadai wo kiku: seisaku kenkyu daigakuin daigaku kyoju takenaka harukata shi
gutaisaku kaki moriagarazu, yoyato wa juten kadai to michisuji wo” [Regarding to Policy
Tasks: Specific Measures of Both Ruling and Opposition Parties are Unclear; they have
to Propose Important Issues and Directions of their Measures, said Professor Harukata
Takenaka of National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies], Nikkei Shimbun, October 24,
2021, Morning ed., p.5.
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T | 4,

“Seiji no genba: wakuchin (10) taiwan e supido kyoyo” [Political Scenes: Vaccine (Part
Ten) Speeding up Donations to Taiwan], Yomiuri Shimbun, June 11, 2021, Morning ed., p.4.
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“Seicho e ‘soki ni keizai taisaku’, dai 2 ji kishida naikaku hossoku, 18 sai ika kyufu wa
shotoku seigen” [“Early Economic Measures” to Stimulate Growth, the Second Kishida
Cabinet is Starting. Income Restrictions have established to Benefit People under 18 Years
of Age], Nikkei Shimbun, November 11, 2021, Morning ed., p.1.
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H D | 20
“Dokyumento 21 shuinsen: kono shi 10 kakan de 26 senkyoku” [2021 House of
Representative Election Documentary: Taro Kono has Campaigned in 26 Election Districts
within Ten Days], Yomiuri Shimbun, October 18, 2021, Morning ed., p.2.
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“21 shuinsen genba kara (3): ozawa shi shonichi ni ‘okoku’ iri” [2021 House of
Representative Election; From the Scene (Part Three): Ichiro Ozawa has Returned to his
“Kingdom” As Soon As the Election Announcement Released], Yomiuri Shimbun, October
24,2021, Morning ed., p. 4.
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“Motegi shi to kaikaku ni iyoku” [Motegi Intends to Proceed the Party Reformation],
Yomiuri Shimbun, November 5, 2021, Morning ed., p. 4.
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28 H,
“Yakuinkaigo nikai kanjicho kisha kaiken” [Secretary-General Nikai Had a Press
Conference after the Board Meeting], Jiyu minshuto sosai * kanjicho shitsu [President and
Secretary-General Office, LDP Headgquarters], September 28, 2021.
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“Yoseki: Dai 17 kai kato koichi” [Yoseki No.17, Koichi Kato], Jiyu minshu [Liberal
Democratic], No.2832, March 26, 2019, p.8.

PR DRESIZ AR 28272y THT SCEERRK] 2021 4R 12 A%,

Kono, Yohei “Taro wa chikara ga nakatta” [Taro is not Strong Enough], Bungei Shunju,
December 2021.

AN THESEURE - A 8FE () ) TRk 45 10721 5 (199948 1)
Koeda, Yoshito, “Jiminto habatsu * konjaku jijo (ge)” [Factions of the LDP: Past and
Present (Part Two)], Jiji kaisetsu, No.10721, August 1999.
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Yomiuri Shimbun sha, ed., Seikento [government party], Yomiuri Shimbun sha, 1980.






